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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the process of legal implementation, the obstacles to legal
enforcement, and the legal protection afforded to victims in the resolution of domestic
violence cases at the Medan District Court based on Decision Number 1450/Pid.Sus/2025/PN
Mdn.The results of the study indicate that the implementation of law in domestic violence
cases at the Medan District Court has been carried out in accordance with the provisions of
the Criminal Procedure Code and Law Number 23 of 2004 on the Elimination of Domestic
Violence. Nevertheless, in practice there are still various obstacles, including limitations of
evidence due to the fact that the incidents occur in the private sphere, psychological pressure
experienced by victims, power relations within the household, and cultural factors that
perceive domestic violence as a domestic or private matter. Legal protection for victims has
been realized through judicial considerations that emphasize the safety, dignity, and rights of
victims, both during the trial process and through the imposition of criminal sanctions aimed
at preventing the recurrence of violence.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Domestic Violence cannot simply be carried out easily. The state has provided legal
protection for victims of Domestic Violence and will impose sanctions on perpetrators in
accordance with the applicable legal provisions. This indicates that Domestic Violence is no
longer considered merely a domestic or personal issue but has become a matter of the state as
it involves violations of human rights and is categorized as an unlawful act. In the context of
combating domestic violence (DV), the Republic of Indonesia Law Number 23 of 2004
concerning the Elimination of Domestic Violence plays a very important role as the legal
basis for providing protection to victims while also taking action against perpetrators of

violence. This law explicitly contains structured objectives as stipulated in Article 4, namely:

16


https://e-journalbarokahpublisher.com/index.php/jihuk
mailto:amrisiregar555@gmail.com
mailto:ridwan.lubis@umnaw.ac.id

Journal of Law and Justice

ISSN: 3124-419X (Online Media) Vol: 1, No: 1, Page: 16 -23
Link: https://e-journalbarokahpublisher.com/index.php/jihuk

(a) preventing all forms of domestic violence, (b) protecting victims of domestic violence, (c)
taking action against perpetrators of domestic violence, and (d) maintaining the integrity of a
harmonious and prosperous household. In its implementation, Article 16 stipulates the
obligation of the police to provide temporary protection to victims within 1 x 24 hours from
the receipt of the violence report. This form of protection can be granted for a maximum
period of 7 days from the time the victim is handled. At the same time, the police are also
obliged to submit a request for a protection order to the court to ensure continuity between
administrative protection and formal legal instruments with binding power. One example of a
DV case that is the object of study in this research is Decision Number 1450/Pid.Sus/2025/PN
Mdn. The chronology of the case is as follows: On Wednesday, January 31, 2024, at
approximately 12:00 PM WIB, at Jalan Nusa Indah Raya No. 11, Helvetia Tengah Village,
Medan Helvetia Subdistrict, Medan City, the Defendant, together with the victim witness
Man Warjit Kaur and her child, was at home. At that time, the Defendant was on the second
floor, while the victim witness Man Warjit Kaur and her child were on the first floor. Then
the Defendant heard the sound of her child crying. Upon hearing this, the Defendant

immediately went down from the second floor to meet the victim witness Man Warjit Kaur.

2. METHODOLOGY

The data collection location for this research is at the Medan District Court. In this
study, the data sources used are secondary data consisting of primary legal materials,
secondary legal materials, and tertiary legal materials. Data collection techniques were
conducted through library research and field studies. Library research was carried out to
obtain secondary data from laws and regulations, court decisions, and relevant legal literature.
Meanwhile, field studies were conducted through interviews with parties directly involved or
knowledgeable about the handling of domestic violence cases. The data analysis technique in

this research was carried out descriptively and qualitatively.

3. RESULTS/CASE STUDY/EXPERIMENT/APPLICATION FUNCTIONALITY

The legal process in the resolution of domestic violence (DV) cases is a series of
criminal law enforcement activities carried out based on the provisions of the Criminal Code
(KUHP) as substantive criminal law and the Criminal Procedure Code (KUHAP) as

procedural criminal law, as well as special regulations governing the elimination of domestic
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violence. DV is considered an act that violates criminal law and human rights, so the state is
obliged to take action against the perpetrators and provide protection to victims.

The initial stage of the legal process begins with a report or complaint regarding the
occurrence of DV to the police. Based on Article 108 paragraph (1) of the KUHAP, any
person who experiences, witnesses, or knows of the occurrence of a criminal act has the right
to report it to the investigator. The police, as investigators, according to Article 1 number 1
and Article 6 paragraph (1) letter a of the KUHAP, are authorized to receive reports and take
initial actions to follow up on alleged DV crimes.

The legal process in this case has proceeded in accordance with the provisions. The
panel of judges applied procedural and substantive law appropriately. The decision reflects
justice, legal certainty, and usefulness. Protection of the victim becomes a primary concern.
Thus, the first problem formulation has been comprehensively addressed.

Obstacles in the implementation of law in domestic violence cases cannot be separated from
the characteristics of the offense. Domestic violence generally occurs in a private space. This
situation causes a limitation of witnesses who can directly observe the criminal event. Law
enforcement officers face difficulties in openly uncovering the facts. This condition becomes

an initial barrier in the law enforcement process.

4. DISCUSSION

The legal process in the resolution of domestic violence (DV) cases at the Medan
District Court based on Decision Number 1450/Pid.Sus/2025/PN Mdn is carried out in
accordance with the provisions of substantive and procedural criminal law, namely the
KUHP, KUHAP, and Law Number 23 of 2004 concerning the Elimination of Domestic
Violence. The legal process begins with the victim's report to the police, followed by
investigation and inquiry, prosecution by the public prosecutor, and examination in court.
During the trial, the judge examines the case based on the indictment and valid evidence, such
as witness testimony, defendant’s testimony, and visum et repertum, to obtain certainty
regarding the occurrence of the criminal act and the defendant's culpability. All stages are
conducted while guaranteeing the defendant’s rights in accordance with the principle of due
process of law.

In the case examination, the panel of judges carefully assesses the evidence and relates

it to the elements of DV crimes as regulated in the law. The victim's testimony plays an
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important role considering that DV occurs in the private sphere, but it is still verified with
other evidence to maintain the objectivity of the decision. In sentencing, the judge considers
aggravating and mitigating factors and emphasizes that criminal penalties are not only
repressive but also aim for rehabilitation and victim protection. This decision reflects the
application of the principles of justice, legal certainty, and usefulness, while also
demonstrating the court's role in providing effective legal protection for victims of domestic
violence.

The implementation of law in resolving DV cases at the Medan District Court faces
various obstacles originating from the characteristics of DV itself. Violence occurring in
private spaces limits witnesses and evidence, so proof often relies on the victim’s testimony.
This is exacerbated by psychological pressure, trauma experienced by the victim, and power
and economic dependency relations on the perpetrator, which often affect the consistency of
the victim's report and testimony. Additionally, cultural factors that still regard DV as a
domestic matter hinder victims' courage to report and strengthen social pressure to resolve the
matter within the family.

On the other hand, obstacles also arise from institutional and procedural aspects, such
as limited medical evidence due to delayed visum, prolonged trial processes, lack of victim
assistance, and under-optimal supportive facilities that are victim-friendly. Law enforcement
officers also face challenges due to differing perspectives and limited resources, so handling
DV requires caution and high sensitivity. Nevertheless, based on Decision Number
1450/P1d.Sus/2025/PN Mdn, the court still strives to overcome these obstacles through
comprehensive assessment of evidence and a humanistic approach, so that existing challenges
do not hinder law enforcement and protection for DV victims.

Legal protection for victims of domestic violence (DV) is an essential part of criminal
law enforcement oriented towards respect for human rights. DV victims, especially wives and
children, are often in physically, psychologically, and socially vulnerable positions, so the
state is obliged to provide effective protection from the reporting stage to the trial. Protection
is not only realized through prosecution of perpetrators but also through guarantees of safety,
legal and psychological assistance, and opportunities for victims to testify without pressure. In
Decision Number 1450/Pid.Sus/2025/PN Mdn, the court places the victim as the main subject
that must be protected by creating a safe trial process, respecting the victim’s dignity, and

avoiding revictimization.
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Legal protection for victims is also reflected concretely in the judges' considerations
and verdict. The panel of judges seriously assesses the physical and psychological impact
experienced by the victim, considers repeated acts of violence, and rejects the view that DV is
a private matter. Sentencing of the perpetrator is regarded as a form of long-term protection to
prevent further violence and provide legal certainty for the victim. Thus, through Decision
Number 1450/Pid.Sus/2025/PN Mdn, the court demonstrates the active role of the state in
protecting DV victims, upholding substantive justice, and providing a preventive effect for

society so that domestic violence is not tolerated.

5. CONCLUSION

The legal process in resolving domestic violence cases at the Medan District Court has
been carried out in accordance with the provisions of criminal procedure law and Law
Number 23 of 2004 concerning the Elimination of Domestic Violence. The trial process, from
case acceptance, witness examination, evidence assessment, to sentencing, is conducted
systematically and procedurally. In the implementation of DV case resolution, there are
various juridical, sociological, and psychological obstacles. The main obstacles include
limited evidence due to incidents occurring in private spheres, psychological pressure
experienced by victims, power relations in the household, and family pressure to reconcile. In
addition, there are still cultural obstacles that view DV as merely a domestic matter. Legal
protection for victims in this case has been realized through judges' considerations that
emphasize the safety, dignity, and rights of victims. Protection is provided through a fair trial
process, serious assessment of victim testimony, and sentencing aimed at preventing repeated

violence. The court decision serves as indirect legal protection for victims and their children.
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